
Docket No. A20'11-51

Postal Regulatory Gommission
Washington, D.C. 20268-0001

NOTTCE OF FTLTNG UNDER 39 U,S.C, S 404(d)

TO THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

Please take notice that on August 22,2011, the Commission received a petition
for review of the Postal Service's determination to close the Leonardsville post office
located in Leonardsville, New York, The petition for review was filed by Kingsley D,

Wratten (Petitioner) and is postmarked August 15,2011.

This notice is advisory only and is being furnished so that the Postal Service may
begin assembling the administrative record in advance of any formal appeal
proceedings held upon the alleged (closing/consolidation) for transmittal pursuant to ¡

39 CFR S 3001 .1 13(a) (requiring the filing of the record within 15 days of the filing with
the Commission of a petition for review). The Postal Service's administrative record is

due no later than September 6,2011.

Shoshana M. Grove
Secretary

Date: August 23,2011

Attachment

Postal Regulatory Commission
Submitted 8/23/2011 4:25:18 PM
Filing ID: 75051
Accepted 8/23/2011
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Honorable Ruth Goldway
Chairman, Postal Regulatory
901 New York Avenu", NW'
Suite 200, \Øest Tower
Washington DC, 20268

Horned Dorset Colony
Post Office Box 182, I-eonardsville, NY 13364
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PSSTêL RECULATORY
uolül¡frffÉ$ñs@R
FlrìI ßF Tltí :ir:i¡i;:.ì *i,

August lZ,20lL

Dear Chairman Goldwa¡

I wrote to you on May 15,20Í1 about the possible closing of our Post Offtce in
l,eonardsville, NY (Docket# 137025L1336Ð, and received a very kind reply from
Annie Kennedy, Consumer Relations Specialisg dated June 7, ZOn.'We are now ín
the official period of appeal and I begin this process with grear misgivings krroqring
that the unilateral acdons of the USPS may preempt any further discussion and our
post office will be lost forever.

On the chance that the closure of rural post offices will acnrallybe rcviewed case by
case, I am appealing to your Commission's oversight in these matters by briefly
stating out own case, but judging from the form letters we have received from USPS
(copies enclosed), we believe that they have already eliminated us.

I-ocated in a beautiful but economically disadvantaged area of upstate New York, we
consider our post office as an important component of our economic recovery.
Already, we have lost one potential local business, a medical billing companf which
was discouraged from locating here by the prospect of the post office closure.
Another developing local business, an artists' residenry proglam, which relies heavily
on certified postmarked apptications, recommendations, and shipment of work
samples, would be gready handicapped by the loss of our post office . ZOll-IZ is the
inaugural year for this business and comparing its potential for increasing postal
revenue with a similar business in Vermont (see attached email from Vermont
Studio Center) indicates that this business alone might double rhe revenue of our
post office within a period of ¡vo years, Also, a resraurant will open here in 20tZ as



a direct effect of the residency program. There are good indications that other new
businesses will follow.

At preseng a great percentage of our community are retired and elderly. 'i[/e believe
that the intention of the Postal RegulatoryAct of 1970 was to insure these citizens
with efficient postal service. I¡ss of our post office would place an undue hardship
on them, forcing them to drive 10 miles to get their mail and almost certainly
prevent them from receiving important medications during the harsh upstate winter
months.

The Leonardsville Post Office is also important in the annals of U.S. postal hisrory
as one of the first to be established in the former "Indian Tèrritory" after the
Revolution.

Bill Owens, our Congressional Representative, is familiar with our anxiety and
feelings of helplessness. He has pledged his support (see aftached letter) against this
constitutionally dubious aggression. Nevertheless, it is discouraging ro rhink that the
appeal process may be just that: a 

oprocess" which USPS, above criticism or censure,
must simply tolerate to achieve their predetermined objectives.

Please contact me if you wish additional supporting information in regards to this
appeal before our deadline date of September 10, 2011. Thank you.

Respectfull¡

Kingsley D.

enclosed,
photo and map of the historic Leonardsville Post Office
email from Vermont Studio Center
petition from Leonardsville Post Office customers
email from Congressman Bill Owens
statement ftom the Upper Unadilla ValleyAssociation
assorted form letters from USPS
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From: Kathy Black
Subject: Fwd: Another to know how much we spent on postage

Date: May6, 2011927:19 PM EDT
To: RobertaWratten<@

f)ea¡ Rsberta and Kíngslsy,
Thanh for yout email and lam sory it took a while to repl¡ Itr¡vas avery hecticÂpriL I am
catching up now and our boo*lceeper put our posÞge nurnbers brlow- Hope all is well.

B€gin forwarded message:

Fpm; Louise Cross <
Dale May 6. 2O11 2:41i43 PM EDT

-

SubJect Fe: Ánother rueldency boking to khow how much we sp€m on postage

Hritìry. f,-¡r .A,l1Ðri:r,, opsr+rirt¡:s, ,:rrì r{cr,r:lo¡:rrr*r-ir: 3*09 apprax- $24,ü*C}, 3ü1û apprçx. $?Z,iK}t

Cn fu{ii¡' i:, lill1, ¿t l:1J PM, K*tlry'Tìi*ck r.r,rr,te,

Hi L.orrisr,

Ilrrlr:ru h,:r.c:: nt¡nrl-ter l.-:r"l¡SC pr)srâÊc ft'r l0Û9 r:r iC
Tiranlcu
Krrh-v

Bccí rr fcnvardcil nrc:-çagt:

From: fSobarla lllrstle¡ ..ift t
Ilate: April e1, ?.Ð'r Ì 11:34:44 Aì, EtT
To; Xath i>
Su$etl:

Dear Kathy,
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"Con gressman B¡ll Owens" <NY2SWOIMA@ m ail. house. gorr>
Reply from Gongressman B¡ll Oyvens
May 6, 2011 8:57:30 AM EDT

Dear Mr. 
-Wratten,

Thmk you for contacting me about potential post office closures or consoliddions. I appreciate that you took the ti¡ne to
sharo your crúceors wifh rue, aud the opporlunit5-to share ari update widr you on the work Iþe done on this issue.

As you kuow, tho United States Postal Sen'ice ({JSPS) has slated ûe possible closu¡e or consolidation of several
Northern and Central New Yort post office facilities in the coming year. You and I agree that the timeþ and accessible
delivery of needed goods and services to rural rcgions lilie Upstate Neu' Yorli is iurportant to ensure long-tern economic
growth. That is uùy I r'ecently sent a letler to Poshnasler Ceneral Pahick Donahoe urging hin to reconsider the USPS's
misguided attempt to alleviate its Fmancial difüculties by closing or consolidating rural postal facitities, çùich is not an
effrcient means for refurning the USPS's fiscal house to order.

You ruay also be intercsted to k-norv that I am a Go-sponsor of H.R 1351, tle USPS Pension Obligation
Recalculation and Restoration Act- I believe this legislation rvill help the USPS system work better forits cr¡stomers and
employees rvhile recovering fimds tb¡t could be used to prcserve nrral mail serv-ice.

Please be assu¡ed I rvill keep your comments in nind as f continue u'orking to support nual post offce facilities and their
employees during fte 112ú Congress.

Agai", thank you for contacting ue about this important issue. To rpceive updates on my worft in Nsw Yo¡k and
Washington, please visitmy n'ebsite d'i rr;i i¡ï1.i-'ìls ilill¡lir.i,.l]., . Should you have additional comments or questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me. lvfu door is always open as I believe that we function better as a sociãty wherrwe
engage in nonpartisan, civil discourse.

Sincerely,

Bill Owens
Member of Congress



Upper Unadilla Valley Association
Statement Against Closing the Leonardsville Post Offrce

The Upper Unacliììa Valley Association ([fWA) opposes the proposed closing of the
Leonardsville Post Office. The ULIVA is a non-profit organioation that has worked
for more than three d,ecades to protect and preserve the Upper Unadilla Valley's
natural and historic resources.

The UTIVA ulges the U.S. Postal Service to keep the post office open for the
community for the following reasons:

. It is our understanding that thepost ofÉce takes in at least $52,000 per year,

indicating it is a busy rural postal operation- The post office provides a
service for not just the box holders, but also for large nunbers of people

driving north towarclUtica after working at the New York Cent¡alMutual
Insurance Company in Edmeston, as well as for those livios over the river who
actually have other zþ codes.

This postal location helps those users save fuel. Requidng everyone to drive
farther to send. or pick up a package, buy stamps ot use other postal services
will only increase our use of energy. Itds is not a trend we should. be pursuing.

' The UUVA uses the post ofÊce communit5r board to post amouncements of
events iluring the year. It is one of the most effective ways to share such
information with local residents-

' lhe UUVA also uses the Post Offi.ce for its pailirrgs-

. Because the building is historic to Leonardsville, supporting its preservation
frts urith the UIIVAs mission. More importantly, the post office provides a
great usefor such a building-

The post ofÊ.ce is one of the last public entities of a once vibrant community.
Closing it only serves to further ham. the economy of rural Upstate New York.
People tend to want to live where there are at least some basic senrices, and
closing the post offi.ce will remove one of the last basic sewices available. It
also n'ill create one more empty building, which is may only help drive down
local property values.

' fr.e post off.ce is essentially the last community meeting place left in
Leonardsville. There is no other place for residents of all ages to regularly
meet and greet each other daily or weekly.
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Dear Poslal Senfoe Cultomår:

Thsnkyou br retumlng your quesüonnalre oonce4lng the proposed disconlinuance of üp Leonardsvllls Post Off,æ, Your
commenþì along wllh otheE roceived, wlll be lnci¡ded ln ths otrdal record and consEercd carctully belore furher acüon ls
bken.

ln reeponsa to you loüeE
r You e¡çrssssd concem about havlrìg to sÞd a rursl rnailbox. Cuslofn€rs ar€ not requfted to ered nral maiÞo¡os, Customers

may rcoelve FO Box serv'rce from tre admlnlstralt\ro Post OtrcÐ loosÞd 

- 

mlles away.

o You expreseed a oonoem abor¡t lhe mallboxes bglng damaged by unorplours. Please æntac:t lhe admlnlstralhæ poslmasterto
deÞmine the proÞôr mallbox loceton ard lnstallat¡on molhod that wouH help allsv'lata thls concem. Placlng lhe mâilbox on a
lo¡8, s1/vlnging, horlzontål pipe ls one melhod often usod to aìtoid damsgo bysnowplows'

05/t)3/201'l

ROBERTA WRATTËN

PO EOX 182
LEONARDSVILLE. NY I 3i10,+

lf it ls deþrmlned that a disconünuanco of lhe Leonardsville Post Offoe shot¡d ba pursæd, a fomal proposalwll be posiÞd ln
the BrtJgewabr Post Ofice and Leonardsvilb Post OÍlce al a lslef date. lfyou have additonal quosüonE or commonts, pþåso
Éel fiee to contact Nadln€ Tremblay at (518) ¡lS2-+085.

Slncarcly,

Brlan Shepardson
Manager, Post Offc€ Op€ratons
30 lkmer Rd
Albnny, NY, 122884992
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Dortct 1370252 - 13364
IEmNbr3t
PrgcMr: t

KINGSLEYWRAfiEN

PO BOX 182
LEONARDSVILLE, NY 13364

Dear Postal Service Gustomer

Thank you for taktng the time to submit your comments on the proposal to consolidate the LEONARDS\4LLE. Ycur comrnents ate
appædaÞd and will be carefully considered, along with the comments of otherq.lstomers, as the matter is reviewed further in my
ofice and at higher levels of lhe Postal Service,

ln response to your letten
. The Postal Service is required to provide each community with regular and effective service, using the most cost efficient means

possible. The proposed altemate delivery service will meet the mailing and service needs of lhe communily in a more cost effective
manner.

. You expressed a concern about senior citizens. Carrier service is beneficial to many senior.citizens and.those who face special
ctrallenþes because the carrier can provide delivery and retail servicas to Customers do not have to make a special trip_ to the post
offce for serviæ, Special provisions are made for hardship cases or special customer needs. To request an exception for hardship
delivery, c{¡stomers rnay contact the Bridgewater Postmaster for more inbrmalion,

. You expressed a concern aboul the loss of the Communities' identity. A community's identity derives ftom lhe interest and vitality
of its residents and their use of its name. The Postal Service is helping to presewe communi$ identity by continuing the use of the
suspended Post Office name and ZIP Gode in addresses and in lhe National Five-Digit ZIP Code and Post Oflice Directory.

I realize that with change there is always concem. However, we are confdent that rural roule service will continue to pmlide you

wilh effective and reguiar service. lf you have questions or further comments conceming this change in service, please feel free to
contact Nadine Tremblay at (5'18) 452-4085.

Sincerely,

Manager, Post Office Operations
30 Kamer Rd
Albany, NY, 1228&9992



M.t l37a¡252 - 13364
lÞr l¡ùÊ 38
F.s! NtE 3 I

ãWÊffihz.
07r21t2011

ROBERTA WRATTEN

PO BOX 182
LEONARDSVILLE. NY 13364

Slncerely,

Dear Postal Service Custome¡l

Thânk you furlaking the lime lo submit your comments to the proposal lo dose.lhe Leonardsville Post Office' Your comments

arc apireclaled unù'witl be carefully considercd, along n ih the comments of other customers, as the matter is revi€vúed lurlher
in my oñco and at ldgh€r þvels of th€ Postal Service'

ln.rg¡pôriBe lo yoi¡r btt€n
. SÞmp purdìæ'€Ê replesonl mon

ÀTMt. grocery stores. Pharmades
dorJble'ttìè nutnbel of Posl Oficê8'
Posl Ofrces. Our onl¡ne locãtor sefvlce - found at the Locats
lhe location of post offices
slamps ata postofficefor ee

m¡llion Americans will use ce

indude ZIP code look up and träddng packages. We bcl¡eve pl al

100,ooo locâtions nâtloñ$tide, parlneied wltlrthe uninterrupted nd

regular and effective acoess for postel customers.

o Part of our obtigadon to sh¡dy expenses lndudes an assessment of our lnl"jfffi"f"ffåitri1åÌi,ffi 
ffil,,tntJfr,Htå*,

rffiiå'l*Jffisiñ$"9f,'13
ma¡ling heblts of he nat¡on cùange, we musl conslder lhe carefr lning of our ælall facnìry fooþñnt ag'

wà¡. p-or all postal facilities, annuãl'net rental costs exceod $1 billlon, This oxpens€ reflocls lhe fad that almost three4uarleß of
postal Servile facililies arg leased. As we study fadl¡tles to teko out of our nelwork, we look at leaslng costs as well as ancillary

costs l¡ke utillües. \trre haìre an aggressive enerþ consenration progf¿lm in place at all of our facilities and the Postal Serv¡co

e*¡m"t"s Urãt it has alæady savãã around $4OÓ-milllon ¡n fac¡lity ensrgy costs since 2006. Shorter hours at þased facilitþs

reduce, but do not eliminaté, pressurE:¡ on our orærhead e)eenses a! we need at his tlme.

I realizo with cfiange there ls elways concem. Horrever we arc confident that the altemate service listed in lhe proposal wlll

cont¡nue to provide you wlth efiec{iìæ and regular service.
lfyou have äOditionål questions or commenté, please feel free to contact Nadine Tremblay at (518) 452-4085.

l^l¡
I f tt

j

fu
,

I

Michello Krul
Manager, Post Offic€ OPerations
30 Karner Rd
Afbany, NY, 12288-9992



ROE :RTAI'T'RATÌEN

PO E )X tE2
LEO, r¡RDSVtu_E t{Y 1æ8+

Dear PosH $eMce Curúomer:

nenb þ thê propooal to dose lho Leonardsvllle post Ofrce. yor¡r consnenb
. . _ olofE ìrlh.fie commo¡tlc gf olher r ms*, as ûa matter ls ovlsr{od turtñer

sbl Sen¡lce.

, 
ln resPonso to ¡ruur leùÞn 

does not depend ôn on obtalned by the poel¡l
atthsrÞ has been ûü servlco wlfl bé aHe to

üldlhe alþm¡Þ ærvlrð Isled in-the Þrcpogalwifl

Nadlne Trcmblay ar FtÐ 452-+005.

árrcsldy,

MldtdlelftI
Menagel Post Ofrco Operatlons
30 lGmerRd
Albãny, lfrt, 1228&ggg2
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07t21t2011

KINGSLEYWRATTEN

PO BOX t82
LEOMRDSVILLE, NY 13364

Dear Poslal Service Customer

Thank you for taking lhe tlme to submit your comments to the pmposal to dose the Leonardsvllle Post Offce. Your commenls
are appæciated and will be carefully consldered, along with the comments of other customers, as the maüer ls reviewed furtñer
in my office and at hlgher levèls of the Postral Servicê.

ln æsponse to your letter:
. Postal reviaw of local offioe operalions follours a sfíct pmcess dictated by regulation. The community-based meetlng ls

deslgned to colled public comments fom¡ lroà8+qctloa of users of a facility. Addlllonal access is prov¡ded by a queslionnalre
and a mall¡ng address for lengrlhler commenls; l/h¡lþte optotu alloyv customers to c,ommeht, publldy or prfuateþ, regadless ol
personal schedule. W€ conduct one meétíng per lÞcr'üoû to åssure conslstency and falr levels of partic¡pat¡on for all
communìties.

I realize with cñange lhere ls always concem. However we are confldent 0rat fie anomale sêrvlce listed ln the proposal $rill
corillnue to provlde you wllh effecllve and Þgular service.
lf you have addllional guestÍons or comments, please feel ftee to contact Nadlne Tremblay at (510) 452-4065,

Sincerely

It,

Mict¡elle K¡ul
Manager, Post Offce OFeralions
30 Kamer Rd
Albany, NY, 12288-9992

¡'ll, la.t
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